
This eNews contains information since the last Newsletter in June 2018, as well as 
additional information from HQ. Any suggestions please email us on 
avondofe@avonscouts.org.uk.  
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Please see below who can assess Scout expeditions at which levels. The general 
principle are: 

• An accredited assessor is required for all qualifying expeditions (accredited to the 
appropriate level) 

• The assessor operates within the activity and environment which they are qualified 
in (i.e. have appropriate permits etc. to show they are safe in the activity) 

• The assessor must not have been involved in the training of the young people 

• The assessor is more removed from the group the higher up the levels (i.e. at 
Bronze it could be one of the Explorer Leaders from their Unit, at Silver another leader 
from the District and Gold from elsewhere in the County) 
There are some variations to this based on broader discussions about the expedition, if 
in doubt contact us for advice. 
  

Joint Explorer Scout and Scout Network Expeditions 
There are an increased volume in queries regarding joint expeditions. You can find 
information about the Nights Away element available within the Nights Away FAQs and 
also within the FAQs for Commissioners who support Scout Network.  

Please note that personal activity permits cannot be used in joint expeditions. Network 
members also cannot be issued with leadership or supervisory activity permits, unless 
they have been given an adult appointment. Supervisory permits held by the expedition 
supervisor and/or assessor can be one method of running the activity in line with POR. 

 

 
Completed Gold Awards for The Scout Association automatically transfer to Gilwell for 
verification—they do not pass through Avon Scouts for local verification first. Gilwell are 
disappointed to have had to query around 60% of Gold Awards. The most common 
queries were: 

• No written assessor reports (just pictures of a certificate were provided) 

• No expedition notification number 

• No expedition assessor name and/or assessor accreditation number 

• No evidence of volunteer training 

• Lack of evidence confirming regular participation  
 

Gilwell have requested that participants and leaders are reminded that whilst an 
activity log and copies of training certificates, are not a requirement, these will be 
requested if the information is not provided within the assessor’s report or as a 
comment by the participant or leader within the evidence. 

Assessing Expeditions 

North Avon DofE Adviser 
ALAN BARTLETT 

alan.bartlett@btinternet.com 
(Cotswold Edge, Cabot, Brunel, 

Kingswood) 

Avon Scouts DofE Manager  
RUTH RIGGS 

avondofe@avonscouts.org.uk 
+ Administrator for South Avon 

expeditions (Axe, Gordano, Bristol 
South, Bath and Wansdyke) 
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Gold Award Submission 

https://scouts-news.org.uk/31ME-RDZR-3DBAJY-FC42A-1/c.aspx
https://scouts-news.org.uk/31ME-RDZR-3DBAJY-FC42B-1/c.aspx


Use of Mobile Phones on Expedition 

Changes to Bronze Expeditions 

 

Following the Bronze expedition trial the changes have now been introduced and are 
available to anyone taking part in their Bronze expedition; both within Scouting and all 
other Licenced Organisations. A reminder of what the changes are can be found here. 
There are also some frequently asked questions.  

There are still some choices, such as whether or not to stay indoors and also whether 
or not to do training instead of a practice expedition; but these choices should be made 
locally, dependent on the needs and experiences of the young people completing their 
expedition. 

Following a review of the Nights Away activity in the early part of this year, and to ac-
count for both the inclusion of updated data protection statements and the new brand-
ing,  TSA have amended the forms used by members. 

The Nights Away Notification form (form NAN) has been rebranded and updated to in-
clude Data Protection statements. In addition, changes have been made to the form to 
provide Commissioners with more detail to approve Nights Away activities. This includes 
space to list adults attending overnight events and permit holders/activity leaders; as 
our review identified a need to ensure that Commissioners are informed not just of the 
numbers of adults attending, but also of the names of those scheduled to take part in 
nights away events. The updated form NAN can be found 
at scouts.org.uk/nightsawaypermits. The Avon Scouts Enrolment Form and Expedition 
Notification Form have been amended to reflect these changes.  

The Nights Away Information form has also been withdrawn. This is now combined with 
the updated Activity Information form (FS120081), since most of the data required on 
these two documents was largely the same.  

This new document has also been rebranded and now includes a Data Protection state-
ment. It also provides more guidance on the information to be shared with parents such 
as supervision arrangements, as our review identified a need to ensure that parents are 
informed of which adults are attending. All updates can be accessed here. 

Supported Assessments 
Supported assessments as part 

of the assessor accreditation 
process have been removed 

with immediate effect. Anyone 
who has completed assessor 

training within the last 2 years, 
but not yet the supported 

assessment, now do not have to 
complete the supported 

assessment to become an 
accredited assessor. If they wish 

to complete the process, they 
will need to complete an 

updated EAAS/13 form (October 
2018) and submit via email 

to dofe@scouts.org.uk.

You may have already noticed, 
that the Red Forms (used to 

measure the amount of ‘traffic’ 
for the Peak District National 

Park) have been removed from 
the DofE website. DofE HQ can 

now measure this using the 
postcode/grid data entered into 
eDofE and so the forms are no 

longer needed.

Following a number of requests 
for clarification TSA have 

reviewed the policy on which 
adults can be given access to 

eDofE and to take on expedition 
assessor roles. Members who 

have provisional roles and have 
completed module 1 (or those 
with full roles) can be added to 

eDofE and be expedition 
assessors. Members who have 

not completed module 1 cannot 
be granted access to eDofE or 

be allowed to become 
expedition assessors for The 

Scouts. 

A reminder from Scout HQ that young people should only be taking their mobile phones 
with them on expedition if they intend to use them to support their project work; for 
example if they wish to use their phones to take pictures, make notes, capture video 
and diaries, etc. which can later be purposed into their project work.  
Young people should not be using social media, the internet or contacting parents/
guardians or friends during the expedition. The principle is that they should not be con-
tacting external sources whilst on expedition; unless there is an emergency. 

TSA also cannot support the use of mobile phones or the systems they include (radio, 
music playing, game apps) as a form of entertainment throughout the expedition expe-
rience. 

The preference for this is to have a written agreement with the leaders and young peo-
ple as to the use. Mobile phones should be limited to as few as absolutely necessary 
and if the intention is to use them for emergency use only, the guidance in the DofE 
expedition handbook (pages 175-181) should be followed (switching off, wrapping / 
sealing, etc.). 

attached are updated flow diagrams for Bronze/Silver Expe-
ditions and Gold expeditions with changes highlighted in red for wild-country expedi-
tions. We often don’t receive copies of route cards, routes and supervision plans from 
groups and  this information can provide an important additional safety check both for 
participants and leaders. We are requesting this information for all expeditions taking 
place in Wild Country. 

https://scouts-news.org.uk/31ME-SJDB-3DBAJY-G9ANE-1/c.aspx
https://scouts-news.org.uk/31ME-SJDB-3DBAJY-G9ANF-1/c.aspx
https://scouts-news.org.uk/31ME-S37R-3DBAJY-FVHF2-1/c.aspx
https://scouts-news.org.uk/31ME-S37R-3DBAJY-FVHF3-1/c.aspx
https://scouts-news.org.uk/31ME-S37R-3DBAJY-FVHF4-1/c.aspx
mailto:dofe@scouts.org.uk
https://www.avonscouts.org.uk/activity-adventure/duke-of-edinburgh-award/duke-of-edinburgh-leader-resources/
https://www.avonscouts.org.uk/activity-adventure/duke-of-edinburgh-award/duke-of-edinburgh-leader-resources/
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                         Bronze and Silver Expedition Process 

 

Put Avon Scouts Expedition Number and the Wild Country Panel (Wild Country expeditions) onto 
participants expedition record on eDofE 

Is the expedition taking place in 
Wild Country? 

Is there a Wild Country Panel 
Expedition Network? 

Yes No 

Complete Avon Scouts 
Expedition Information 

Form 

Complete Green Form & 
submit to the Wild 

Country Panel / 
Expedition Network 

Yes No 

Send Avon Scouts DofE 
Area Adviser a copy of 
the Green Form, route, 

route card and 
supervision plan 

Email form to Avon 
Scouts DofE Area 

Adviser  

Either: 
a)  Complete NAN and 
AN for DC, DESC and 
ADC Activities (if in post) 
or: 
b) Complete Avon 
Scouts Expedition 
Information Form and 
submit copies to DC, 
DESC, ADC Activities (if 
in post) 
 

Either: 
a)  Email Expedition 
Information Form to DC, 
DESC, ADC Activities (if 
in post) 
or: 
b) Complete NAN and 
AN for DC, DESC and 
ADC Activities (if in post) 
 

Inform Avon Scouts Area 
Adviser of the Wild 

Country Panel Network 
Notification number  

It is a DofE requirement that all 
expeditions in Wild Country are 
notified at least six weeks in 
advance to the appropriate Assessor 
Network Co-ordinator (using the 
Green expedition notification 
form and through all Licensed 
Organisations) 



 Gold Expedition Process 
 

 

Send Avon Scouts DofE 
Area Adviser a copy of 
the Green Form, route, 

route card and 
supervision plan 

Either: 
a)  Complete NAN and 
AN for DC, DESC and 
ADC Activities (if in post) 
or: 
b) Complete Avon 
Scouts Expedition 
Information Form and 
submit copies to DC, 
DESC, ADC Activites (if 
in post) 
 

Put Avon Scouts Expedition Number and the Wild Country Panel (Wild Country expeditions) / 
Expedition Network Notification Number onto participants expedition record on eDofE 

Inform Avon Scouts Area Adviser of the Wild Country Panel / Expedition Network Notification 
number  

Is there a Wild Country Panel 
Expedition Network? 

Approval will be required from Gilwell 
as the expectation is that all Gold 

expeditions take place in wild country 

Yes No 

Complete Green Form 
and send to Gilwell at 

least 6 weeks before the 
expedition 

Complete Green Form & 
submit to the Wild 

Country Panel / 
Expedition Network 

Is the expedition taking place in 
Wild Country? 

Yes No 

It is a DofE requirement that all 
expeditions in Wild Country are 
notified at least six weeks in 
advance to the appropriate Assessor 
Network Co-ordinator (using the 
Green expedition notification 
form and through all Licensed 
Organisations) 




