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Issue 2 – January 2007 

 

Welcome to our Centenary Year! 
 

Welcome to our Centenary Year.  As we all know, this year we are celebrating one hundred years since a small 
experimental camp on Brownsea Island, that subsequently led to the largest youth movement in the world. 

This year provides us with a great opportunity to not only celebrate our Centenary, but also to help raise the profile of 
this great movement of ours, and to show the public the fun, challenge and adventure offered by Scouting. 

I urge you to take part in the Centenary events being organised nationally, and within Avon.  Also, don’t forget the 
wealth of activities within the ‘Join in Centenary’ packs to help you mark the Centenary.   

With your  help, our Centenary Year is sure to be a great success! 
 
 
 
 

Peter Duncan, Chief Scout 
 

Welcome to 2007, and to the start of the most excit ing celebrations in Scouting’s history. 

This newsletter gives you an update on the key acti vities taking place in 2007. 

 
St George’s Day Promise Renewal 

Sunday 22nd April 
Royal Crescent, Bath  

 
The County-wide St George’s Day promise renewal service 
called “St Georgian Bath”, will be held on Sunday 22nd April at 
Bath’s Royal Crescent.  
The timetable for the day: 
· Arrive at the Royal Crescent by 10.30am 
· Promise renewal service at 11.30am 
· Lunch12.30pm 
· Activities all afternoon with Edwardian fair & group stalls 

& activities. 
· Afternoon tea from 3.30, depart after when ready 
 
Please talk to your District who are looking at 
arranging transport and making lunch/afternoon tea 
arrangements. There will be no charge for this event, 
but young people should bring pocket money to enjoy 
the stalls at the Edwardian fair. The stalls will be run by 
Scout Groups with at least 50% of the proceeds going  
to our Gifts for Peace Nepal Project, and the balance to a 
local charity of your Group’s choice or to the Scout Group 
running the activity. You don't have to charge for people to 
have a go on your stall. 
 
Please contact Chris Jones (Tel: 01249 661266, 
chris.jones@avonscouts.org.uk) for information on running a 
stall or helping with the event.  

Ton of Fun Jamboree Camp 
25th to 28th May 
Woodhouse Park  

 
The planning is well under way for  
the biggest camping event of the year  
in Avon.  We expect the camp at  
Woodhouse Park and adjoining fields 
to be full so bookings will be made on a first  
come first served basis.  You can book now  by  
downloading your Booking Form from 
www.avonscouts.org.uk/tof and posting it off with a cheque. 
The cost will be £22.00 per young person, £12.50 for leaders.  
 

Scouts and Guides will be camping with their 
Districts who will be providing the food 
centrally at an additional cost. Explorer and 
Network camping is in their own designated 
areas. Day visitors can come on either 
Saturday or Sunday and the cost will be 
£7.50. 

 
Much work is being done to improve the toilet block facilities 
and upgrade the electricity at Woodhouse ready for this event.  
Go ahead and book your places NOW! 
 
We still need a lot more volunteers to help. Contact Andy 
Hobbs at andy.hobbs@avonscouts.org.uk if you can help. 
 

www.avonscouts.org.uk/tonoffun 
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Sunrise Ceremony  
1st August  

 
At 8am on Wednesday 1st August  
Scouts worldwide will be renewing  
their promise.  Events are being  
organised at several places in  
Avon for the 8am ceremony  
including Bath Racecourse,  
Woodhouse Park and in Weston-super- 
Mare.  
 
If you are going to be away camping on 1 August start to make 
plans now as to how you will make 1 August special for the 
young people in your Group.  How will you mark the ceremony 
that morning? If you’re stuck for ideas, check the Factsheet 
available via www.avonscouts.org.uk/sunrise 
 
If you’re not away camping, then please join us at the large 
party on the beach at Weston-super-Mare for our afternoon of 
Centenary celebrations on Wednesday 1st August.   
 
 

World Jamboree 
Home Hospitality  

 
We now know that Avon will be hosting 
Scouts from Columbia and Iceland 
after the World Jamboree, as part  
of the Home Hospitality (HoHo) 
programme.  
 
Home Hospitality provides a great 
opportunity to be involved in international 
Scouting.  
 
We still need more host families so please email Alwyn 
Leverton (hoho@avonscouts.org.uk) or call her on  
0117 962 5425 if you can help. 
 
For further information on HoHo contact Alwyn or visit 
www.thejamboree.org/hoho 

Plant a Wood 
 
We are advanced with exciting plans 
to plant a Centenary Wood in Avon 
during the autumn of 2007.   
 
This will act as a local permanent 
reminder for our Centenary year, and 
leave a legacy for the future.  We’re 
sure to keep an eye on the 
developments of “our” Wood.  
  

Recruitment  
A No Nonsense Parents Guide to Scouting  

 
To better support parents and make them aware of 
volunteering opportunities, The Scout Association has 
produced the “No Nonsense Parents Guide to Scouting”. 
There is also a Leaders’ Guide that is full of tips and case 
studies. To order a copy, please contact the Information 
Centre on 0845 300 1818 or order from scoutbase.org.uk 
using code PGUIDE.  Alternatively, many of the resources are 
available at: www.scouts.org.uk/parents/leaders.htm 

 
Scouting Stamps and Coins  

 
The 50p coin commemorating Scouting will be in circulation from January; look out for them.  

The commemorative stamps will be released in July. 

 
Avon Centenary Ball 

Friday 19th January  
 
Avon Network members are hosting a Centenary Ball at the stunning 18th Century Cadbury House in Yatton on Friday 19th 
January.   It is open to all members of Scouting aged 18 and over; leaders, Network with their guests alike.  Join us and start the 
Centenary celebrations with style! Network members will also be invited to take part in the Network Centenary Challenge; a 
competition that will be spanning the whole of the year.  
 
Tickets cost £25, with a coach and lodgings for those who’d rather a glass of wine than drive.  Further information available at  
www.avonscouts.org.uk/centenaryball or call 07823 884340 or 07739 072903. 
 

 
Megagig  

 
Megagig is being held in Manchester on the evening of 
Saturday 23rd June, and will be a celebratory pop concert 
featuring current popular artists.  The national event is 
designed to appeal primarily to Scouts, Explorer Scouts and 
members of the Scout Network, with upto 14,000 able to 
attend. 
 
You can register your interest in this event via www.scouts. 
org.uk/2007/events/megagig.html   You will then be advised of 
the line up for the concert. 
 

Festival of Scouting  
 
A unique Scouting festival will be held at the O2 Arena 
(formerly known as the Millennium Dome) on Saturday 24th 
November.  The event will feature thousands of performers, 
and will have a capacity of 34,000 over the afternoon and 
evening performances. 
 
The event aims to appeal to everyone, no matter what their 
age, culture, faith or Scouting background.  It is about 
involvement – not just something to watch, but something to 
be proud of!  Further information available at  
www.scouts.org.uk/2007/events/festival.html 
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Got a Story?   
Want to be in the papers?  

 
One of the key objectives of our Centenary Year is 
to increase the profile of Scouting in the media, and 
thereby increase the profile of Scouting to the 
general public.  The follow on from this will be the 
ability to attract more young people and more adults 
to join Scouting, as well as encouraging the public 
and businesses to support Scouting.  We also want 
to update the perception that people have of 
Scouting.  To do this, we need to get stories 
published in the local press and hopefully also on 
local radio and television. 
 
The County Centenary Marketing and 
Communications Team will be providing a wealth of 
information to the media on the key county events 
during our Centenary Year.  We also need to know 
what activities and events you  are planning to 
celebrate the Centenary.   
 
The key message we’d like to get across to the 
public about Scouting can be summed up in three 
simple words: Fun, Challenge, Adventure .    
 
If you’re planning an event or activity that you think 
would convey the message fun, challenge and 
adventure, then we’d like to know about it.  Whilst it 
won’t (unfortunately) be possible to get every story 
on local television and radio, we hope to be able to 
get a series of stories published throughout the year 
on local activities as well as on the larger events.  
Local newspapers are particularly interested in local 
stories featuring local people. 
 
We can support you in trying to get a story of your 
event in the media.  You may want us to handle the 
media relations for you, or you may want to send 
information on your event to the media yourself.  
Either way, we’ve designed some resources to help 
you and provided you with some tips.   Details 
available at www.avonscouts.org.uk/2007/marcom   
email marcom@avonscouts.org.uk or phone 
County Office (01454 613006) with details of your 
event. 
 
Don’t sit back and say you never see stories about 
Scouting in the media; do you bit to help get the 
message out about the Fun, Challenge and 
Adventure of Scouting. 
 
Philip Bird 
ACC(Comms)  

Join in Centenary  
 
A few months ago each section should  
have received their Join in Centenary  
pack. 
 
The Join in Centenary pack provides  
programme ideas for your regular  
Section meetings.  Good quality activities  
bring young people into Scouting, and the 
Join in Centenary resources will supplement  
your existing programme plans with suggestions  
on a Centenary theme. 
 
The Join in Centenary packs contain programme suggestions 
grouped into months to assist planning, but any idea can be used at 
any time of the year.  Each month contains four programme ideas – 
one in more detail and three in outline. 
 
There is a wealth of information in the packs to help you.  Additional 
programme suggestions, and documents to support the programme 
suggestions in the packs, is available at www.scouts.org.uk/jic 
 
Each pack also includes a wall planner.  Key national events are 
already printed on the planner.  Details of County events are on the 
final page of this Update so that you can add details of local events to 
your year planner. 
 
The Join in Centenary scheme also has a series of badges and a 
special scarf.  The special scarf can be worn as well as your existing 
scarf.  Everyone who supports Scouting during the Centenary year 
can wear the scarf, not just uniform members.   
 
The Join in Centenary  badges are earned, and can be worn either on 
the back of Join in Centenary scarf, or on the right uniform sleeve.  
Adults, as well as young people, can earn the badges. 

Join in Centenary Badge – For participating in, or  
supporting the Join in Centenary programme. 

Centenary Camp Badge – For participating in,  
or supporting a May Centenary Camp.   
(The Avon Centenary Camp will take place  
at Woodhouse from 25th to 28th May.) 

Scouting’s Sunrise Badge – For  
participating in, or supporting a  
Scouting’s Sunrise event on 1 August.  

Bring a Friend Badge – For bringing a friend  
(young person or adult) to a Centenary activity. 

There is a gold band around the outer border of the  
four badges when they’re displayed correctly.   
 

www.scouts.org.uk/jic 
 

World Jamboree  
 

Two Units from Avon will be attending the World Scout Jamboree (each Unit comprises 36 young people 
and 4 adults).  In addition, there will be around 50 adults as members of the International Service Team, 
plus a range of adults involved as members of the Offsite Service Team, Jamboree Organising Team and 
Jamboree Delivery Team. 

 
There is also an opportunity to become involved in the World Jamboree by being a member of the “Build 
Team”.  People aged from 14 are needed to help ‘build’ the World Jamboree site before the event, and 
then to help dismantle everything again afterwards.  Those helping to build the Jamboree will have free  

camping, free food, and will also be given a free Day Visitor ticket to see the Jamboree in action.   Imagine turning Ashton 
Court into a campsite for 40,000 people, and you’ll get some idea of the task ahead for the “Build Team”. 
 
Further information on the Build Team is available at www.thejamboree.org/build alternatively, call 0845 3001818 or email 
build@scouting2007.org   You could take the Group Leadership Team or your entire ESU! 
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World Jamboree – Day Visitors �
 
We may not all be able to be a participant or help with the running of the largest ever 
World Scout Jamboree, but we can visit. 
 
A day visit to the Jamboree is your one chance to experience the excitement and  
unique atmosphere of this special global community, where world Scouting, cultures,  
issues, faiths, cuisine and performance will combine to form the biggest ever World Scout Jamboree… 
 
Day Visitors will be able to: 
· Take part in activities that highlight the cultures, communities and people of our world.  
· Gain a greater understanding of the issues facing the world today and learn how we can all make  

a difference to the world in which we live.  
· Take part in themed activities that highlight the variety of beliefs and faiths from around the world.  
· Pick up food and drink and get a taste of global cuisine.  
· Watch a cast of young people perform in the main arena.  
· Learn how our One Promise in Scouting has generated over 28 million members across the globe.  
 
Prices:  £20 - Adults (14+), £15 - Children (3-13yrs) (Under 3s Free).  Day Visits available 29th July to 6th August (but not on 1st 
August).  Tickets for this event must be bought in advance and can not  be purchased at the gate.    
 

Experience the biggest ever World Scout Jamboree! 
 
Further information available at www.thejamboree.org/dayvisitors or call the Scout Information Centre on 0845 300 1818. 
 
 

 
Red Nose Day �

16 March  
 
Red Nose Day 2007, The Big One, will take place on Friday 16 March.  Millions of people 
across the UK will be taking part in events to raise money and help to fight poverty and social 
injustice.  The Scout Association would like your Scout Group to join in. 
 
The Scout Association and Comic Relief have put their noses together to encourage Scout Groups across the UK to take part in 
this fun and worthwhile event. Scouts will be raising money for a fantastic cause, which will help poor and disadvantaged people 
in the UK and Africa turn their lives around.  Groups will also be able to keep 25% of the money they raise; a great incentive to 
get planning your event for 16th March. 
 
Programmes On Line – the popular programmes facility at www.scouts.org.uk/pol – is providing a range of complete programme 
ideas, and fundraising suggestions for The Big One. 
 
Further information on Red Nose Day is available at www.scouts.org.uk/comicrelief    Don’t forget to tell the Marketing & 
Communications Team what you’re doing for Red Nose Day so that we can try to get your story in the media. 
 

 
Your Centenary Calendar…  

Transfer these events to your calendar, diary and Centenary Wallchart 

19 January Centenary Ball, Yatton www.avonscouts.org.uk/centenaryball 
24 February  Young People’s Forum (Scout section)    www.avonscouts.org.uk/ypf 
16 March  Comic Relief Day    www.scouts.org.uk/comicrelief 
17/18 March Rickard Shield (Explorer Scouts) www.avonscouts.org.uk/rickardshield 
22 April  St Georgian Bath www.avonscouts.org.uk/stgeorge 
19 May  County 5-a-Side Football (Beavers & Cubs)    www.avonscouts.org.uk/football 
20 May  County 5-a-Side Football (Scouts, Explorers & Network)   www.avonscouts.org.uk/football 
25 to 28 May  Ton of Fun Camp, Woodhouse Park    www.avonscouts.org.uk/tof 
16 & 17 June  Beaver and Cub Fundays, Gilwell Park     www.scouts.org.uk/2007/events/Fundays.html 
23 June  Megagig, Manchester www.scouts.org.uk/2007/events/megagig.html 
26 July to 4 August World Jamboree www.thejamboree.org 
1 August   Sunrise Ceremonies www.avonscouts.org.uk/sunrise 
7 to 9 September Gilwell Reunion, Gilwell    www.scouts.org.uk/reunion 
14 to 16 September Intense, Woodhouse Park (Network) www.avonscouts.org.uk/network/intense 
20 & 21 October Jamboree on the Air www.scout.org/jota 
20 & 21 October Jamboree on the Internet www.scout.org/en/information_events/events/joti 
30 Oct. to 3 Nov.   Bristol Gang Show, Bristol Hippodrome www.avonscouts.org.uk/gangshow 
10 November Remembrance Service, Woodhouse (Explorers & Network) www.avonscouts.org.uk/remembrance  
24 November   Festival of Scouting, O2 London www.scouts.org.uk/2007/events/festival.html 
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